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To this omission and my general disinclination
to push this part of my social philosophy, as mani-
fested in other popular articles, I have attributed the
impression that I have observed among contemporary
sociological writers that I had to some extent aban-
doned that doctrine. The clearest expression of this
that I can readily refer to is contained in Professor
Vincent's exhaustive paper on the "Province of
Sociology" that appeared in the American Journal
of Sociology for January, 1896, p. 487. Under
" (c) The ; constructive' theory, or the projection of
social tendencies into ideals for guidance," he says :
"Small stands for this as one of the functions of
sociology, and Ward in his early work distinctly
advanced this view. Judged by his recent articles,
the latter has apparently modified his position." In
1893, or ten years after the appearance of Dynamic
Sociology, this doctrine was as distinctly reaffirmed
as in the "early work." Professor Vincent does
not refer to my Psychic Factors of Civilization in
which (Part III.) this was done, and the inference
seems plain that he was unacquainted with it.

It may be said that after the paper on the
"Mechanics of Society" in the American Journal
of Sociology for September, 1896, this explanation
was unnecessary. It certainly was rendered so by
the concluding paper of the series (No. 12, on
"Collective Telesis"), but it can have done n
harm to disabuse in advance the minds of any
who may think that I have abandoned the position